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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

December 2, 2019 

 

PRESENT:  

Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman  

Joseph Sheehan, Vice Chairman 

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

Alfred P. Porro Jr. 

Robert Bamber 

Brian Hachey, Associate Member 

 

Also Present:  

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

Alyssa Catalano, Secretary  

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in Room 24 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street. 

 

The Board held a moment of silence to honor the late former Planning Board member 

Paul Donohue.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of November 14, 2019, as 

amended, seconded by Mrs. Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed   
 

Approval Not Required Plan- 190 Summer St- Assessors Map 15, Sheet 25, Lot 5, 

Lot 6, Lot 20, Lot 21- Matthew Smith, Norwood Engineering 
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  April 15, 2020 

 

Matt Smith, of Norwood Engineering is here with Mike Clemmey and Tim Toomey on 

behalf of the property owner Ernie Boch Jr. 

 

Mr. Smith stated that Mr. Boch’s property consists of a number of lots already and that 

the intent of the proposed ANR plan is to allow for a single family primary structure (a 

“tiny home”) on a new compliant lot.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the lot meets the requested 110 ft. of frontage. Mr. Smith 

replied “yes”.  

 

Mr. Porro asked how many lots would there be in total. Mr. Smith replied __ 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he has reviewed the plan and that he has found that all the lots 

meet all the necessary dimensional requirements. He recommended that the board 

endorse the plan.  

 

MOTION to approve the ANR Plan for 190 Sumner Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Carnegie Row- Auto Storage Special Permit Extension- David Spiegel, Applicant; 

James Hilliard ESQ. Attorney 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked why the special permit needs to be extended and what the future 

plans are for the property. 

 

Jessica Deratzian, Attorney filling in for Mr. Hilliard stated that Mr. Spiegel would like 

to develop the land, but is having trouble finding interested tenants. Ms. Deratzian stated 

that there are many vacancies on property already developed that the applicant owns so 

developing the land at this time would be unlikely.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asks Ms. Deratzian if Mr. Spiegel wants to sell the land. Ms. Deratzian, 

stated that he would rather develop and retain ownership of the land. 

 

Ms. Dertzian stated that they are looking for a two year extension. 

 

Ms. Holmwood reminds the board how Mr. Spiegel started out with a 5-year permit and 

they have already extended it multiple times. Mr. Halkiotis agrees stating it was first 

approved in 2012 for 5 years and at the time it was approved there was discussion of it 

only being a temporary use. 

 

Mr. Porro states he does not want to give another extension as the use is not generally 

allowed in the zone the lot is in and the Town itself receives no additional benefit from an 

auto storage lot.  
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Attorney Dertzian argues that Mr. Spiegel is paying real estate taxes and that he has no 

use to develop the property at this time, but he would if there was interest from a 

potential tenant. 

  

Ms. Holmwood stated that although she agrees with Mr. Porro she would rather have the 

cars in that location than in more residential locations in Town. Ms. Holmwood also 

stated that the time it took the applicant to put up the agreed upon fence and landscaping 

was inexcusable, and that the current state of the fence and landscaping would need to be 

improved if the applicant wished for it to remain an auto storage lot going forward.  

  

Mrs. Holmwood suggested putting up a fence with landscaping like they did on other 

auto storage locations.  

 

Mr. Bamber stated that he agrees with Ms. Homwood’s concern on the appearance of the 

property and that he will go with whatever the board wants to do.  

 

Mr Porro stated that the temporary use is now leading to permanent use and that he is not 

in favor of granting another extension. 

 

Attorney Dertzian asked the Board if a different fence with improved landscaping will 

help extend the permit.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski does not think they can have the extension run out and get a new 

permit. He explains that if the permit runs out and they were to come in with a new 

special permit request they would not be able to accept it due to the moratorium.  

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that he would like to see the things that concern Ms. Holmwood has 

taken care of. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis states it does not make sense to ask for a better fence in a 1-year extension. 

A reasonable grant would be a 2-year extension which would include additional 

landscape plans with fencing and trees. It will look better in a couple years if they follow 

through with their plans.   

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she would like to come to some sort of compromise. 

 

Mr. Smith, Norwood Engineering stated that he has been working with Mr. Spiegel on 

this project for many years and that they have tried to develop the land numerous times, 

but nothing solid has been able to come of it. He stated that they would be willing to 

work with the Board on improved landscaping if given the opportunity to work with an 

extension. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she believes the lot will look better with new landscaping and 

an improved fence and would like to see improvements approved before they have to 

come back to ask for another extension. Ms. Holmwood stated that a revised plan brought 
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before the Board in May would have enough time to be implemented during the 

construction season and before they seek an extension next December.  

 

The Board discusses the appropriate dates for which the applicant should submit a new 

landscaping plan and when that plan if approved should be implemented by. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan for a 1 year extension under the condition the applicant 

comes in by May 1, 2020 with a new landscaping plan if they wish to seek further 

extensions rather than develop and improved landscaping work is completed before 

September 1, 2020, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

Mr. Smith thinks this is something they can have done in the timeframe provided. 

 

VOTE 4-1 motion passed. Mr. Porro opposed motion. 

  

Planning board 2020 winter & spring meeting schedule 

 

The Board discusses the proposed meeting schedule and agrees to the dates, but will 

make changes is a proposed date conflicts with the Special and Annual Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis gave a status update on the Vanderbilt Park rebranding project and Route 

One Corridor study. 

 

Mrs. Holmwood asks about the recent billboard sign on Route One. Mr. Halkiotis states 

that it was a Zoning Board of Appeals decision and the project is currently underway. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: December 18, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Community Media.  A copy of the tape is 

available upon request.  

 
 


